Morning Worship
12.13.09

Preparation for Worship

Jesus, O What A Wonderful Child
Chorus:
Jesus, Jesus, Oh what a wonderful child
Jesus, Jesus so lowly meek and mild
New life, new hope, new joy He brings
Won't you listen to the angels sing
Glory, glory, glory to the new born King

Repeat Chorus

He was herald by the angels,

Born in a lowly manger

The virgin Mary was His mother
And Joseph was his earthly father
Three wise men came from afar
They were guided by a shining star
To see King Jesus where He lay

In a manger filled with hay

Welcome & Announcements



Reflection
But where there is this experience, namely, that He is a God who looks
into the depths and helps only the poor, despised, afflicted, miserable,
forsaken and those who are nothing, there a hearty love for Him is born.
— Martin Luther

Your chief maladies are pride that takes you from God, and lust, which
binds you to earth; and they have done nothing else but cherish one or the
other of these diseases. If they gave you God as an end, it was only to
administer to your pride; they made you think that you are by nature like
Him, and conformed to Him. And those who saw the absurdity of this
claim put you on the other precipice, by making you understand that
your nature was like that of the brutes, and led you to seek your good in
the lusts which are shared by the animals.

— Blaise Pascal

Prelude

The Word

Call to Worship

The Lighting of the Advent Candle

The first candle in the Advent wreath, the Prophecy Candle, reminds us of the
prophets' hope for God's salvation to come.

The second candle, the Bethlehem Candle, reminds us of Jesus' humility in
coming to earth and being born in a stall.

The third candle reminds us of the joy of the shepherds as they heard the good
news of Jesus' arrival, for: "The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them" (Luke 2:20).

As we light the Shepherd's Candle we remember that it wasn't the rich and
famous who came to worship Jesus that first Christmas Eve, but poor
shepherds. Through Jesus Christ, God invites us, as his children, those who are
“poor in spirit,” to come into His presence and worship Him.

Let’s stand and celebrate the coming of God into the world.



Song of Praise

Come and Worship
Lyrics: James Montgomery 1816; Music: Bebo Norman & Jason Ingram, 2007
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Shepherds in the fields abiding watching o'er your flocks by night.
God with man is now residing yonder shines the Infant light

Saints before the altar, bending, watching, long in hope and fear.
Suddenly the Lord descending in His temple shall appear.



Prayer of Invocation

Special Music
Bleak Midwinter’s Silent Night
*In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone. Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the
bleak midwinter, long, long ago.

**Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother
and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, in
heav’'nly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

*Tune: CRANHAM by Gustav Holst (1874 - 1934), Words by Christina Rosetti (1830 - 1894)
**Tune: STILLE NACHT by Joseph Mohr (1792 - 1848), Words by Franz Gruber (1787 - 1863)



Call to Confession of Sin

Romans 3: 19—20
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being
will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of
sin.

Prayer of Confession of Sin

[Please pray the italicized portions aloud together.]
Forgive us, Father, for not bending the knee, for not reading your Word, for not
searching our hearts, for not facing our sins. Forgive us for our hatred of others,
our lusts, our lies, and our selfish idols. Forgive us and change us according to
your tender mercies, O God, through the work of your Son for us. Amen.

Silent Prayers of Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardon
Romans 8: 1
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.



Hymn of Response

Joy to the World
Lyrics: Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: George Frederick Handel, 1742
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Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns, let men their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love

Old Testament Reading

Psalm 126
When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men
who dreamed. Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with
songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, "The LORD has done
great things for them." The LORD has done great things for us, and we are
tilled with joy. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negev.



Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He who goes out
weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying
sheaves with him.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!
Offering
Offertory
Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 1:20-31
Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those
who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of
God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than
man's strength. Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were
influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things
of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised
things —and the things that are not —to nullify the things that are, so that
no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: "Let
him who boasts boast in the Lord."

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!



Prayers of the People

(Please pray the italicized portions aloud together.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ,

You came into the world to reign in justice as our King:
We pray for our President and Congress that they might love justice and mercy;
We pray for our Governor and Legislature that they might increase the peace of
the state.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
You came into the world to destroy the works of the devil:
We ask you to restrain the wickedness in our city by your Law.
We ask you to destroy the wickedness in our own hearts by your Spirit.
We pray that you would protect us from the temptations and accusations of the
evil one.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,

You came into the world to bring us peace with God:
We pray for peace between nations in Your world;
We pray that this congregation might live in your peace together;
We ask you to come again soon to fully establish your peace on earth.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,

You came into the world to seek and save that which was lost:
We pray for our friends who do not yet know you;
We pray for the deepening of our faith in the gospel of grace.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
You came into the world to destroy death and to bring life and immortality to
light through the gospel:
We pray for comfort for those who are suffering in grief, in poverty, in sickness,
in injustice.
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
You came into the world to sympathize with our weaknesses:

Please hear us as we bring you our specific requests.
(Silent prayer.)



Our Lord Jesus Christ,
We pray now in the words you taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Greeting of Peace

Leader: Let the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts. To this peace we are
called as members of a single body. The peace of Christ be with
ou.
All: And also with you.

At this time, during our 11:00 a.m. worship service, children, ages four and five,
are invited to attend CHILDREN’S WORSHIP, a specially designed program to help train
them for worship . Teachers will meet the children at the back of the auditorium and escort
them to class. If you would like to keep your child(ren) with you in the auditorium
during worship, we welcome you to do so.

Gospel Reading

Luke 1:39-56
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country
of Judea, ¥‘where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth.
“!When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she
exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you
will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? #As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 4>Blessed is she who has believed
that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 4And Mary
said: "My soul glorifies the Lord #and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From
now on all generations will call me blessed, 4#for the Mighty One has
done great things for me — holy is his name. 50His mercy extends to
those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51He has performed



mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in
their inmost thoughts. 52He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble. 5*He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful 5to Abraham and his descendants forever,
even as he said to our fathers."

Minister: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
All: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Sermon The Magnificat Charles Garland



The Table

Confession of Faith

Heidelberg Catechism Questions 35 &36
Leader: What does it mean the He was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary?

All: That God’s eternal Son, who is and continues true and eternal God, took
upon Himself the very nature of man, of the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary,
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, that He might also be the true seed of David,
like unto His brethren in all things, sin excepted.

Leader: What benefit do you receive from the holy conception and birth
of Christ?

All: That He is our Mediator, and with His innocence and perfect holiness
covers, in the sight of God, my sin, wherein I was conceived and brought forth.

Invitation and Prayer

[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family meal of
Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this
sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to
live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to
share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers
provided as guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church.]



Words of Institution

Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!

Minister: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup

[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup. The goblet with the
ribbon contains non-alcoholic grape juice for those who do not wish to drink wine. We partake in
the Supper by intinction, that is, we dip the bread into the cup.]

Communion Hymn

Silent Night Holy Night
Lyrics: Joseph Mohr, 1818; Music: Franz Gruber, 1818
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Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!



Hymn of Response

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Lyrics: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
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Christ by highest heav'n adored. Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time, behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh, the God-head see. Hail th'incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace! Hail the son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild, He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”



Benediction

Postlude

READINGS FOR 12/13/09 - 12/20/09

12/13 - 2 Chronicles 14, 15; Revelation 4 ; Haggai 2 ; John 3
12/14 - 2 Chronicles 16; Revelation 5 ; Zechariah 1 ; John 4
12/15 - 2 Chronicles 17; Revelation 6 ; Zechariah 2 ; John 5
12/16 - 2 Chronicles 18; Revelation 7 ; Zechariah 3 ; John 6
12/17 - 2 Chronicles 19, 20; Revelation 8 ; Zechariah 4 ; John 7
12/18 - 2 Chronicles 21; Revelation 9 ; Zechariah 5 ; John 8
12/19 - 2 Chronicles 22, 23; Revelation 10 ; Zechariah 6 ; John 9
12/20 - 2 Chronicles 24; Revelation 11 ; Zechariah 7 ; John 10



Ivy Creek Currents

Holiday Schedule of Services

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service, 5:30 PM

Sunday, December 20 —11:00 AM Service, No Sunday School
Sunday, December 27 —11:00 AM Service, No Sunday School

Officer Nominations - Ivy Creek Church is accepting nominations for the offices of Deacon and
Elder through Sunday, December 27. To make a nomination, you must be a member of Ivy Creek
Church. Qualifications for Deacon and Elder nominees are listed on the nomination form,
available at the Events Kiosk in the Lobby. If you have questions, call Charles Garland at
678-849-7918.

DCCA Informational Meeting Tuesday, December 15, 7:00 PM
Dominion Classical Christian Academy will host a Family Informational Meeting in Room 101A
to provide more information about the school (which meets at Ivy Creek Church). Childcare is
available, but you must R.S.V.P. to the DCCA Office at 770-338-7945 by Mon., Dec. 14. For more
information about Dominion, visit www.dominionclassical.org.

Upcoming Events:

Gospel Man Conference Friday & Saturday March 5, 6, 2010
Mark your calendars for the next Gospel Man Conference. For more information, flyers are
available at the kiosk. To register online, visit www.thegospelman.com.

Important Notes

Baptisms at Ivy Creek

If you are a member of Ivy Creek Church and would like to have your child baptized, contact
Denise Moor at dmoor@ivycreek.org or 770-962-9600. Baptisms are scheduled on an individual
basis — please note that they have to be scheduled several weeks in advance.

Volunteer Opportunities
There are many different opportunities for you to get involved at Ivy Creek. For information
about and help finding a way that YOU can get involved, please call Carol Knight at 770-995-1807.

Lawrenceville Co-Op

Ivy Creek is a supporting church of the Lawrenceville Co-Op, a food pantry that serves
Lawrenceville and Dacula families in need. Thank you to everyone who has given food and
money this year — please continue to remember the Co-op in your prayers and with ongoing
contributions of non-perishable food.

FIND A COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT WWW.IVYCREEK.ORG.

Biblical references, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the Holy Bible: New International Version (NIV).
Music: Most historic hymns are public domain.
Recent praise songs are printed under Ivy Creek Church’s CCLI License #836400.



Weekly Updates...

December Events:

SLAM — Wednesdays: 16th
6:00pm-8:30pm, Snack provided

D-Groups —13th; 6:00pm-8:00pm

** No Sunday School on the 20th or 27th;
we will resume on January 3rd**

If you would like to learn more about ICC Student Ministries, feel free to call Scott Bull at 770-962-
9600 ext. 103 or Melissa Perry at 770-962-9600 ext. 101 or visit us on the web at
www.ivycreekstudents.org.

Offering and Expenses

YTD Budgeted Expenses $156,900 $150,000
YTD Actual Expenses $154,178 M = Budgeted
$125,000 Receipts
YTD Budgeted Giving $102,378 $100,000 — Actual
YTD Actual Giving $ 94,739 Receipts
$75,000 %
=~ Budgeted
Fund Balances $ 67,651 $50,000 - Expenses
== Actual
Figures through October 31, 2009. $25,000 1 Expenses
$0 - t t t t t t t t t t
The full | v y Creek Tr Sep- Oct- Nov Dec- Jan- Feb- Mar- Apr- May- Jun- Jul- Aug-
for review upon request from the church office. 09 09 09 09 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10

YTD = Year-to-date.




